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EDITORIAL 





Infinitely Wide And 
Definitely Narrow 


The love of God and Christ’s redeeming work 
are offered to whosoever will accept it. That is the 
breadth of the Gospel. But, the only ones who enter 
into this glorious relationship with God are those 
who accept Christ as their Saviour; for, “no man 
cometh unto the father but by me.” That is the 
narrowness of the Gospel. 


No Christian can therefore be true to his Lord 
who accepts a broader viewpoint than that of Christ 
Himself. Christianity is a narrow religion in that it 
cannot admit any other way of salvation. It is a 
narrow religion because it recognizes only one 
Saviour. . 


It is this conception of the tremendous fact that 
Christ is the only Saviour which has motivated the 
propagation of the Christian message down the cen- 
turies and across the world. For this truth saints 
have become martyrs. Because of this fact Chris- 
tians are a peculiar people today. 


There is grave danger of some forgetting this 
foundation truth of Christianity. Inter-faith move- 
ments have their place in stands for morality and 
decency, but the Christian who is tolerant of a view 
which admits all religions on an equal basis with 
Christianity, simply does not know the content of 
Christian truth. 


Unfortunately, there are those who maintain the 
exclusiveness of Christianity and in doing so are so 
unloving that they destroy all chance of winning 
others to faith in Him. It is this hardness and un- 
loveliness which also hurts the testimony of the 
Church so much. 


Therefore, a balance between the exclusiveness of 
the Christian way of salvation and a love for the un- 
saved is something for which every Christian should 
fervently pray. Tolerance and_ broad-mindedness 
certainly have their place, but never on the assump- 
tion that God has given remission of sins outside the 
shed blood of Calvary. 


John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” Here Jesus states in unmistakable 
terms the breadth and the exclusiveness of the wav 
of salvation. 


John 3:36: “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” Here John the Baptist shows that eternal life 
is only for those who believe in Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. 


John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the 
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Father, but by me.” Jesus offers access to the 
Father, but it is in only one way. 


Acts 4:12: “Neither is there salvation in an, 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, proclaims the 
heart of the Christian message—salvation from sit 
solely by the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. 


I Timothy 2:5: “For there is one God and on 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.’ Paul affirms there is but one Saviour. 


In his inter-faith contacts the Christian has 
grave responsibility. His must be an attitude of lov: 
and all that that word implies. Such love, to b 
genuine, must show respect and consideration to 
wards those of a different faith; but, if the occasior 
presents itself, this very love will impel a present: 
tion of the Eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ of 
Calvary, as the one and only way of salvation. 


“Jesus said unto him, Dost thou believe on 
the Son of God? He answered and said, Who 1s he 
Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said 
unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that 


talketh with thee.” mr Pe 8S 





“Stewardship Of 
Hearing” 


I was struck by this phrase, used by Winfield 
Burggraaf in his recent treatment of the Sabbat! 
School lesson. 


This stewardship is stressed by our Saviour, the 
Great Teacher. “He that hath ears to hear, let hin 
hear”; “take heed what ye hear”; “take heed how 
ye hear.” 

We are living in an age when the “ear-gate” has 
been flung wide open. The radio has revolutionized 
the teaching of the world. We no longer have t 
travel to some auditorium to listen to some renown 
ed orator, or teacher; we can turn a button and 
hear almost anything, from the finest music to the 
most silly song, from poisonous propaganda to the 
simple and glorious gospel of salvation. 


I was listening to Edward R. Murrow, the other 
night, and heard the Voice of America, and also the 
Voice of Russia and her sattelites. | heard the most 
contradictory statements, and I could not hely 
wondering how the people of the world would ever 
know the truth. Lies can sound just as persuasive as 
the truth, and millions of deluded people never know 
the difference. 

The voice of Satan as relayed by wicked men, is 
abroad in the world, He who was a liar from th 
beginning. and brought sin into the world by a lie, 1s 
still at his old business, and he has far bette 
facilities for accomplishing his work. 

The voices of silly men and women are heard 
every day. No one likes good wholesome fun more 
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than I, but most of the humor on the radio is mixed 
with coarseness and smut. 


The Voice of God is also being heard as never 
before. Through the great hymns of the Church, 
and through the Word as preached and taught, He 
is trying to get the world to hear. In no other age 
could the words of the prophets be more applicable: 
Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, for the 
Lord has spoken: O earth, earth, hear the word of 
the Lord. Faith cometh by hearing: Listen, and your 


soul shall live. —J.K.P. 





Thank God For 
Problems 


One of the most soul-satisfying experiences of the 
Christian is to be faced with perplexities and un- 
certainties and to be able to ask God for guidance 
and help and then see Him work. 


We know of no experience more calculated to 
bring a spiritual blessing than to stand facing a 
stone wall, uncertain which way to turn, and then 
to pray to the One who has promised to give wisdom 
and then see a supernatural thing take place. 


In times past numbering we have seen just such 
miracles take place. There are times when we pray 
and God’s leading does not seem in evidence. From 
prayer for guidance, one can go on to praise that He 
will guide, and so often the leading comes imme- 
diately. 

This is not a matter of mysticism. It is a question 
of just plain practical Christianity. For God de- 
lights to try and test His own and then bless them 
as they exercise their faith in Him. 

God’s guidance comes in many ways; we mention 
a few: He sometimes leads by some passage in His 





Word; again the Holy Spirit speaks to us while we 
are on our knees, or while we are doing our routine 
work; it may be a word of a friend, or even of a 
stranger; it may be by the development of cir- 
cumstances. The wonderful thing is that God will 
and does direct the ways of His children. 


But, before this answering of prayer there is 
usually a simple condition which God lays down. 
He does not hear us for our much speaking, nor 
does He direct us because our emergency or problem 
creates in us a temporary sense of dependence on 
Him. He knows the thoughts and motives; He 
knows the human frailties which are our lot; He 
also knows whether our importunity arises primarily 
from a desire to escape the consequences of our own 
sinfulness or whether it is a sincere wish to have His 
will fulfilled in our lives. We do not deny that in 
His infinite love and mercy He often hears us and 
answers us despite the unworthiness of our motives, 
but, when our prayers for guidance and help spring 
from the child-like faith of a child in the super- 
natural and power of our leving Heavenly Father, 
God has to answer. 

The Bible is replete with this conception of God’s 
dealings with His children. He not only promises to 
help, He solicits our appeals to Him. 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths,” has 
been a blank check, signed and delivered to God’s 
children down through the ages. He does not want 
His own to react to difficulties and problems as the 
dumb animals. The Christian’s position is one of 
communion with and dependence on the infinite re- 
sources of the infinite and eternal God. The prob- 
lems, the sorrows, the uncertainties, the needs, the 
dangers, the complexities of life, all are but invita- 
tions to turn aside and experience daily the wonders 
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of God’s supernatural power and wisdom. Without 
problems to face there would be the grave danger of 
forgetting Him. 


THANK Gop FOR PROBLEMS! —L.N.B. 





Household Baptisms 


The matter of infant baptism has been challenged 
by Barth and is defended by a number of other 
continental scholars such as O. Cullmann, E. Stauf- 
fer, Theodore Preiss and Paul Althaus. The last 
named, in Theologische Literaturzeitung, December 
1949, wisely suggests a change in phraseology. 


We are on safer and more scriptural grounds if 
we advocate Household Baptisms than if we speak 
of infant baptisms. We are not prepared to defend 
the baptism of any and of every infant; but the 
New Testament speaks of the baptism of the house- 
holds of Lydia, of the Phillipian jailor, of Stephanos, 
of Crispus, and of Cornelius. The remark of Poly- 
carp that he had served Christ eighty and six years 
is most easily understood as dating from a time 
when John baptized the household of which he was 
then a very young member. 


Furthermore, the Jews in the period of the early 
Church practised the baptism of households of 
proselytes. According to Jewish proselyte baptism, 
all children of proselytes born before their parents 
were received into Judaism had to be baptized in 
order to be Jews. And the males under thirteen and 
the females under twelve were baptized on the 
order of their fathers; it being held that it was 
proper to “privilege” a person incapable of knowing, 
but not proper to “deprivilege”’ a person without his 
knowledge. 


Cullmann points out how the early Church care- 
fully preserved the account in Mark ten of our 
Lord’s receiving little children, taking them up in 
the crook of His arms and blessing them. This shows 
that our Lord held that infants too young to re- 
spond for themselves could be brought to him by 
their parents and receive His blessing. 


After all the Bible does not teach that every man 
stands for himself. Perhaps, it teaches that every 
angel stands probation for himself. But all men 
stood in Adam and sinned with him in his first 
transgression. Accordingly, every member of the 
human race is a member of a fallen race; whether 
he lived two hours or a hundred and two years he 
is a sinner. But the first covenant is not to be con- 
sidered apart from the second, nor the first Adam 
apart from the second. As we fell in the first, so we 
are saved in the second. We sinned in another 
(Adam’s) act, we are redeemed in the obedience of 
another (Christ) ; then why object when the infant 
of the Christian household is brought to Christ on 
the feet of another (his parents), offered to Christ 
in the arms of another (his parent), believes in the 
heart of another, and confesses with the lips of 
another ? 
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We do not baptize babies out of Christ faith. We 
hold with the Apostle to the Church in thy house 
and baptize the children of the household in the 
atmosphere of faith—the faith of the household and 
of the congregation. Whenever possible, The Church 
of Scotland has a custom, which the writer uses, i.e., 
have the parents and the congregation unite in the 
baptismal creed of Christendom (the Apostles’ 
Creed) during the ceremony of household baptism 
—thus expressly showing that the child is baptized 
in the Christian faith professed for him by the house- 
hold of faith. 


For the child, as for the adult, baptism is a seal 
of the promises of God. The same God, who 
promised that he that believeth on the Lord Jesus 
Christ will be saved, also promised to be a God to 
believers and to their seed after them. 


Baptism of believers and of their children is a 
seal of the promises of God. In the case of children 
God will fulfill His promises as and when it seems 
best to Him working faith in their hearts by His 
Spirit and uniting them to Christ in their effectual 
calling. In doing this God uses His Word which we 
parents and our Church are obligated by our bap- 
tismal vows to teach the children of the covenant. 


—Wm.C.R. 





Crooked Ways 


“As for such as turn aside unto their crooked 
ways.” Psalm 125:5. 


Crooked ways come from crooked minds. A man’s 
thoughts must be twisted before his ways become 
crooked. This is what happened in Germany; this 
is what has made Russia a menace to the world; 
and I am afraid that this is happening to many 
young minds in our country. 


What are some of these “crooked thoughts?” 


Unbelief is one; unbelief in the face of abundant 
evidence. This was true of the enemies of Christ 
while He was here in the flesh; this is true of the 
enemies of Christ now. 


Envy is another. Envy has a horrible record both 
in the Bible and in profane history. 


Pride is a third; pride of position, of possessions, 
of achievements, of person. Hidden sins, sins which 
come from the heart, lead us to all sorts of crooked 
ways. 


Crooked thoughts cause crooked ways, and cruel 
acts. The enemies of Jesus soon set about to make 
away with him. I am reading a story now about an 
ambitious woman, a woman who thirsted for power, 
and it is leading her to murders and crimes. The 
crooked thoughts of the Pharisees and rulers led 
them to murder. But first, they criticized, opposed, 
plotted and schemed. We are living in a world full 
ot people whose crooked thinking is leading them to 
war, to murders, and to all the crimes in the catalog 
ot crime. 
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Crooked ways lead to ruin. Iniquity (crooked- 
ness) has been our ruin. This sad refrain comes to 
us from ruined lives, ruined homes, ruined cities, 
ruined countries. The path to heaven, is not only 
strait, but straight. It is a path of truth, of holiness, 
of love. The path that leads to destruction is a path 
of lies, of sin, of hatred. 


If our country is to survive we must become 
straight both in our thinking and in our acting. 
Otherwise we will land where other crooked 
nations have landed—in destruction and ruin. 


—J.K.P. 


Why We Are 
Concerned 


Some of our readers do not understand our al- 
most weekly reference to the China situation and 
our Government's policy towards China. There are 
those who feel that our discussions have been un- 
fitting in the pages of a Christian journal; that 
rather they should be sent to secular magazines or 
newspapers. 


There are several reasons why we so urgently dis- 
cuss China policy in these pages. First of all we have 
constant access to the columns of this paper and 
naturally wish to avail ourselves of this medium of 
expression. 


In the second place we feel that this is a matter 
of arousing Christian citizens. The entire projection 
of Christian missions in China is the victim of the 
policies of our Government in the immediate past, 
and these policies are still in effect and those respon- 
sible for them are still in control in Washington. 
We want Christian people to know these facts, to 
pray about them, and then to act in their capacity as 
Christian citizens. 


Furthermore, we believe ruthless suppression and 
extermination of Christianity will be attempted by 
the Communists in China if they succeed in con- 
solidating their hold on that land. We believe that 
an immediate change in our China policy can fore- 
stall this and work to the eventual restoration of 
China to hands friendly to Christianity and Western 
democracy. 


We also believe that General Chiang needs and 
deserves the importunate prayers of Christians. He 
alone, of all the leaders of the world’s great nations, 
has given a consistent witness to the fact that he is 
an earnest and humble Christian. Despite the way 
he has been maligned by men in high position and 
forsaken by his long-time allies, he has yet to become 
bitter or critical of those who have shared in making 
his defeat a reality. 

Finally, we continue to write about this because 
we believe God can and will act. Christians have a 
deep responsibility in this entire question of China 
today. We believe a bold policy, conceived in prayer 
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and executed by faith can completely change the 
situation. —L.N.B. 





Is There Not A CauseP 


This editorial is slanted to the young men and 
women of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. It is to these men and women who will and 
are becoming leaders in the church that this editorial 
would put the question with which we have entitled 
this writing. 


Is there not a cause? 


This was David’s question when he came from his 
father’s fields to inquire about his brothers fighting 
at the front with Saul’s army arrayed against the 
Philistines in the valley of Elah. 


David, who was to become a man after God’s 
own heart, son of Jesse and forerunner of the line 
from which the Promised One was to arise, stood 
before the scorn of his own kin and in the face of an 
angered enemy, a mere youth whose only training 
for warfare had been the keeping of those few sheep 
in the wilderness. 


Yet, faced with the giant Goliath, out of his past, 
out of a heritage of strength and endurance, there 
was summoned up in David at a particular time and 
in a particular place to accomplish a particular task, 
faith and skill and courage for the glory of God. 


Presbyterian youth, we have a heritage, we have 
a faithful Father and there are giants before us and 
there is a cause. 


It is the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ. The cause 
which was propagated by Paul, upon which Luther 
based his plea for reformation, to which Calvin 
called the church. The cause, if worthy, demands 
our best, and more, our lives. And who can success- 
fully challenge the worthiness of the Lord? 


Is there not a cause with us today? We who are 
young have not always considered such matters 
wisely or with proper concern. But let us not mis- 
take the calling of the world for the more excellent 
way. 


Today our Church is faced with scorn from 
within and enemies from without. Dissension has 
become a part of its assemblies and attack and 
defense a part of its strategy. 


A popular plea has resulted: Let us have nothing 
to do with those who dissent, with those who con- 
tend and with those who criticize. 


Let us not despise the faith of our fathers for they 
earnestly contended for the faith. Yet the clamor of 
the world and too often of Christians would tell us 
that to contend is an undesirable part of the Chris- 
tian stand. 


Presbyterian young people have had it drilled into 
them from those within the Church that they must 














stretch out their beliefs and widen their views to 
accomodate those held by almost everyone on earth. 


And the effect of this can be likened to that of a 
box, flattened out to make room for all with the 
result that the walls are broken down and nothing 
is contained. 


A relaxation of our beliefs and a compromise of 
our historic standards will not make for unity of 
faith among all people. It will disastrously break the 
laws of God and scatter us farther apart than ever 
before. 


But why address these thoughts to young people. 
Because, young ministers and young church officers, 
the future of our beloved Church is with God and 
into your hands He has entrusted it. It is a steward- 
ship and a trusteeship not lightly to be held. 


In the face of giants of churchanity and ecclesias- 
tical organization within the church and the monster 
Opposition without, let no man’s heart fail because 
of them. 


The Lord who delivered us up out of the hand of 
anxiety and fear and confusions in the early days of 


our church and out of the paw of the powerful is 
able in these days to bind us to His side and to 
deliver us intact out of the face of those who would 
unite us to things of the world. 


Yet our cause is the salvation of souls and our 
banner the word of redemption. And in these must 
be our greatest effort. Let us select with care our 
five smooth stones out of the brook and put us off 
the implements with which the world would equip. 
Let us lay aside the armor of organizational brass. 


Not all of the youth of our church must be won 
to the “other side.”” Not all the young talent, not 
all the young ministers, not all the young women 
and not all the young laymen must be given over 
because of more attractive offers and because of a 
more winsome appeal. 


Our strength is in the Lord who if He be lifted 
up will draw all men unto Him. 


Let us look to ourselves that His cause be first 
with us, for His is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever, already. —A.D.R. 





Spiritual Starvation 


The following excerpts are from the December, 
1950, issue of The Exchange, the official publication 
of the Young Adult Council in New York Pres- 
bytery. 


“Good Shepherd-Faith Church is going to com- 
pete with the night clubs this New Year’s Eve. We 
are holding a dance which will begin at 12:01, 
midnight, following our Watchnight service. Every 
one is invited for a grand and glorious evening. 
Donation is .75 cents.” 


“The Church will act as host for the New York 
Council’s third annual dance on Friday, February 
2nd. In November the Girls Club (now turned co- 
ed) gave a dance of its own which was quite a 
success.” 


“Brooklyn Council says “Thank you’ to everyone 
who attended and helped to make their October 27 
Barn Dance such a wonderful affair.” 


“The New York Council is planning a dance for 
Friday, February 2 (Ground Hog Day). It will be 
held at Good Shepherd-Faith Church, 152 West 
66th St., N. Y. The profit from the dance (tickets 
are .7/5 cents) will go for scholarships for Young 
Adults to attend the Minden Conferences.” 


“The Sunday evening society of First Church, 12 
West 12 St., regularly every week, following a 
supper at 5:45. On November 12, their speaker was 
Rey. Clarence Boyer, pastor of Emmanuel Church 
who spoke on “Developing of an _ Interracial 
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Church.” Earlier in the month, a retreat was held at 
Blue Mount Lodge in Peekskill. Every Tuesday 
night is open house at First Church. Program in- 
cludes square dancing, bridge, and other social 
activities.” 


Little wonder that many young people today are 
spiritually starved in the places where they should 


be fed. L.N.B. 








Pisgah 


Across the sky like castles bold 
With battlements far-flung 
Her rocky slopes uplifted high 
Reflect the strength of God. 


Through summer suns and winter storms 
Like sentinels they stand. 

Their age-long vigils typify 
The endless years of God. 

The fleecy clouds, like little lambs, 
Rest on the mountainside 

Revealing in their virgin white 
The holiness of God. 

The sinking sun with soft caress 
Has touched the mountain tops. 

The shadows soft at even-tide 


Are like the peace of God. 
—G.B.M. 
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Some Thoughts On 


Law And Grace 


S 


Christ 
Divided’? 


HE BODY of our Lord was not broken by 
TT the sword of truth, but was crucified on a 

cross of error, “wounded for our transgres- 
sions, bruised for our iniquities.”” And so today, the 
Church, His body for which He was broken, is 
being rent asunder, divided not by truth but by 
error among those who are “otherwise minded.” 


The most tragic cleavage in the church today is 
not in the visible church, between the modernists 
and the fundamentalists, but that which exists among 
evangelical believers in the conservative ranks. 


This division is created, not by differences of 
opinion with reference to the fundamental doctrines 
which constitute the historic truth of the Gospel, 
but by private interpretations concerning which 
many seem willing to fight and die, contending not 
for “the faith once delivered to the saints,” but for 
Or against a system of interpretation. 


How Satan must delight in the breach he has 
made! 


Let us emphasize this simple fact. Truth does 
not divide, save as it separates from error. The 
sword our Saviour brought was to divide, but not 
those to whom it was entrusted as an instrument of 
spiritual warfare. 


When the church has been willing to concentrate 
on Christ, to “count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord”; willing “not to know anything—save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified”; willing to glory only in 
His Cross, then, there has been singleness of heart 
and purpose and a blessed “unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 





When the church has given itself to propagating 
and defending, restraining and combating various 
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systems of interpretation, it has left its first love and 
lost its power with God and men. 


Let us learn to deal justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with our God. May the house in 
which Moses was a servant, and over which Christ 
is the Son, be not divided against itself, but united 
against sin, having fervent charity among its mem- 
bers. 


Let the one remember the Scriptures do speak of 
“the Jew, the Gentiles and the Church of God”; 
and the other be reminded that “we are come to 
mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem—to the general assembly and 
church of the first born.” 


As one declares the church to be the same in both 
Old and New Testaments, let the other affirm Jesus 
said, “Upon this rock I will build my church.” 


As the one stoutly asserts that law ends and grace 
begins with Calvary, let it be considered that Jesus 
said, “I came not to destroy the law” and that 
“Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 


As the other firmly states there is one covenant 
of grace extending from the fall, let it be carefully 
considered that the Lord has said, “I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah; not according to the covenant I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them 
forth out of the land of Egypt.” 


When one would be dogmatic that the Gospel is 
for the Church Age alone, which age began at 
Pentecost, it would be wise to hestitate long enough 
to examine the statement that the “scripture, fore- 
seeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand unto Abraham, say- 
ing, ‘In thee shall all the nations be blessed.’ So then 
they that are of faith are blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham.” 


While endeavoring to establish the distinctions 
between the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom 
of God, it would be well to consider that our Lord’s 
ministry opened in Matthew as he preached “the 
kingdom of heaven,” and in Mark as He preached 
“the kingdom of God.” 


While attempting to prove the Kingdom Age to 
be a present reality, let us remember that Christ 
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taught His disciples to pray in hope, “Thy kingdom 
come.” 


While determining the Kingdom Age to be en- 
tirely future, let us consider that the kingdom is 
within us for the King is within, and we are in the 
kingdom for we are in the King! 


When inclining to be positive as to God’s pro- 
gram for the last days, let us consider that where 
wise and godly men have differed there may yet 
remain a last word. 


In the midst of a doubting, divided, dying world, 
there is need for a living word, spoken from hearts 
that are one in Him who died that dying men might 
live and that living men might never die! 


Let us determine in this day of crises “not to know 
anything—save Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” 
“in weakness, fear and trembling,” preaching “not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power,’ proclaiming 
“the unsearchable riches of Christ,” that the faith 
of men “should stand not in the wisdom of men but 
in the power of God.” 





Muddled Paragraphs 


L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


ELLISVILLE, Miss. 


T A RECENT meeting of Presbytery there 
was received an overture from the Session 
of one of the largest churches in the Presby- 
tery requesting that an overture be sent to the 
General Assembly asking for clarification of Par. 


156, Book of Church Order. 


| began studying the matter, and I find it to be 
rather muddled. Let us look at it and see what we 
find. 

Par. 61 says: “The Session consists of the Pastor, 
if any, and the Ruling Elders of a Church.” This 


statement seems to be perfectly clear and is not 
easily misunderstood. 


Par. 65, speaking of the powers of the Session, 
says: “To appoint representatives to the Presbytery 
and the Synod.” That does not say whether those 
representatives shall be men, women, or children. 
It is generally interpreted to mean members of the 
Session, and yet we shall see later on that Par. 156 
says the Session can appoint one who is not a mem- 
ber of the Session. 


Par. 152 says: “When any person has been 
elected to the office of Ruling Elder” by the congre- 
gation. They must be elected; but who? “Any 
person,” may be man or woman, boy or girl. Never- 
theless, this says the Ruling Elder is elected by the 
congregation. Then our Book provides in Par. 153 
for ordination and installation, or as we say, making 


him a Ruling Elder. 


Then there comes a very strong statement in 
Par. 154, which says: “The office of Ruling Elder 
is perpetual.” In my dictionary that word “‘perpet- 
ual”’ means, “continuing forever,” and that is a long 
time. Yet this same Paragraph says: “The Session 
may dissolve the official relationship which exists 
between him and the church.” What do you mean 
by “official relationship?” When he was made a 


Ruling Elder he automatically became a member of 
the Session by reason of Par. 61 which says that the 
“Session consists of the Ruling Elders of the 
Church.” By this statement, if he is a Ruling Elder 
of the Church he is a member of the Session. 


But now we are ready to enter a very thick fog 
as we come to Par. 156, which says: Ruling Elders 
may be elected “for a limited term in the exercise 
of their functions.’””’ How can you limit that which 
is perpetual? The word “function” means: “The 
act of performing any duty, natural or assigned.” 
Now Par. 43 speaks of these duties, and it says: 
“they appertain to the office.” The word “apper- 
tain” means to “belong as a possession, attribute or 
right.” Now what does a Ruling Elder look like 
when stripped of his functions? Here you have an 
anomaly, “that which does not submit to classifica- 
tion or explanation.” 


But again, Par. 156 says: “Ruling Elders shall 
not be divested of their office when they are not 
reelected for active service.” If they are not divested 
of their office, then they are still in possession of all 
their functions—duties which belong to them as an 
attribute—and according to Par. 61 they are mem- 
bers of the Session, and should exercise their duties 
prescribed in Par. 43. 


The fog thickens as Par. 156 continues: “The 
congregation may determine for how long a period 
of time, if any, such retired officers shall be ineligible 
for re-election.” How can he be ineligible for re- 
election when he has not been divested of office, and 
thus stripped of his functions? How can he be up 
for re-election when he is still in possession of all 
his functions, and according to Par. 61 is a member 
of the Session? Why would you want to reelect a 
man to something to which he already belongs? 


And again Par. 156 speaks: “Elders thus retired 
shall be entitled to represent their church in the 
higher courts when appointed by the Session or the 
Presbytery.” “Retired!” How can you retire that 
which is “perpetual”? How can the Session elect a 
man to represent the church in a Church Court 
who is not a member of the Session. It can be done 
according to the general statement in Par. 65, as 
seen above, but it is not ordinarily understood that 
way. 
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If you interpret Par. 65 to mean that the repre- 
sentative must be a member of the Scssion, then this 
statement in Par. 156 has no business here. The so- 
called “Retired Elder” may appear at Session meet- 
ing, sit in and take part and vote, because he can 
say: | am a member of this church in good standing, 
I have been elected a Ruling Elder and made such 
by this church, I have never been divested of office, 
therefore I am an Elder of this church and accord- 
ing to Par. 61 I am a member of this Session. 


Then Par. 157 says: “When a Ruling Elder who 
has been released from his official relation is again 
elected to his office he shall be installed but not 
ordained.” What do you mean “released from his 
official relation’? Can there be a difference between 
“the office of Ruling Elder” and “official relation” 
as long as he is a member in good standing in his 


church? When he was made an Elder he automat- 
ically became officially a member of the Session. He 
was not ordained, and then at a later date elected 
to membership in the Session. And since the office is 
perpetual, and he has not been divested of office— 
stripped of his functions and no longer an Elder-— 
and therefore is still in possession of his office, how 
can he be “again elected to his office”? 


Concerning “when a Ruling Elder moves away” 
and “divesting of office” our Book of Church Order 
speaks in other Paragraphs, but they have no relation 
to what has been discussed above, and so I do not 
discuss them here. But I ask you, what does the 
Book of Church Order say about the Ruling Elder 
and the Session? Can a man be a Ruling Elder and 
not a Ruling Elder at the same time? 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Jerusalem Road 


Scripture: Mark 10. Devotional Reading: Matthew 
20 :20-28 


Dr. Erdman suggests that this chapter is a sort of dividing line between the two halves of Mark’s Gospel. 
In the first nine chapters we see Jesus, not ministered unto, but ministering to the needs of men; in the last 
chapters, following this one, we have His passion—giving His life a ransom for many. 


Mark gives a short account of this Perean minis- 
try. See Luke’s Gospel for a more detailed account. 
(Lu. 9:51 19:28). It is to be noted that this 
chapter (10) is largely teaching, although Mark is 
a gospel of action rather than words. There are 
some very important lessons on “The Jerusalem 
Road,” as He steadfastly set His face to go up to 
Jerusalem. ‘here are many questions and answers. 


1. The Pharisee’s Question: 10:2-16 
The Family and Home. 


Here are two related paragraphs which deal with 
the home and family: two of the problems of married 
life; divorce and children. 


The question of the Pharisee was not sincere. He 
was not seeking for truth, but seeking to tempt and 
trap Jesus. The teachers of that day—as they are 
in our day—were divided in regard to divorce. “Is 
it lawful for a man to put away his wife,” was the 
question. 


Jesus answered, as He often did, by another ques- 
tion: What did Moses command you? Moses was 
their recognized authority. But Jesus goes beyond 
Moses showing His divine knowledge and authority. 
Moses, because of the hardness of their hearts, regu- 
lated divorce, as he did other evils. 
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Jesus points them back to the beginning of the 
home and shows that divorce is foreign to God’s 
plan for married life. “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder.” “In the 
house” later, He explained the matter more fully to 
the disciples: “And he saith unto them, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, and marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery against her.” 


The second incident is the well-known one of His 
blessing little children. Those who suffer most 
when a home is broken by divorce are the children. 
Not only are children most important, but all of us 
will have to become as little children if we are to 
enter the Kingdom of heaven. We must have child- 
like trust and dependence upon God our Saviour. 


Il. The Rich Ruler’s Question: 
17-31 : W orldly W ealth. 


Again, there are several related paragraphs: 


1. The question of the rich ruler: “Good Master, 
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 
Here was a good, moral, lovable man asking the 
most important of all questions, and he seemed to 
be in dead earnest. He was rich, young, reverent, 
unashamed, seeking for this greatest of all blessings. 


Why did he fail to find it? 








Why callest thou me good? It has been suggested 
that since the ruler did not accept Jesus as God, he 
should not speak of Him as “good.” We are all 
sinners. No one is good but God. However, we 
often speak of ordinary people as being “good,” in 
contrast to others. The whole attitude of this man 
reveals the fact that he had a rather superficial idea 
of both sin and goodness. 


When Jesus refers to the latter half of the Ten 
Commandments, he replies, All these have I ob- 
served from my youth. Did he really believe that he 
had perfectly kept all of these commandments? If 
so, was he not woefully ignorant of their full mean- 
ing? 

At any rate, Jesus put His finger on the one great 
sin of this man’s life, and this sin involved the break- 
ing of both parts of the Ten Commandments, for 
money was really his god, and God had said, No 
other gods before Me, and if he had loved his 
neighbor as himself he would have been more 
generous with his goods. So this ruler who boasted 
that he had observed all these things from his youth, 
had broken both tables of the Law, for it was very 
evident that he did not love God with all his heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, nor did he love his neigh- 
bor as himself. 


A low estimate of sin often makes one have a high 
estimate of his own goodness. A clear view of the 
character and awfulness of sin is our great need 
today. 


Not willing to part with his idol, this promising 
young man went away sorrowful. Boreham well 
says, “We can go a long ways, and not get there.” 
This man lacked only “one thing.’”’ He had much 
in his favor—youth, wealth, morality, and yet he 
failed because he was not willing to let go of his 
idol and follow the Lord Jesus Christ 


Le 


This incident led Jesus to say some very solemn 
words in regard to riches: it is hard, indeed im- 
possible, for those who trust in riches to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. But with God all things are 
possible, and we find rich men in the Bible and out 
of the Bible who have been able by His grace 
overcome this stumbling-block. 


to 


Then Peter asks what seems to be a very selfish 
question: Lo, we have left all (see Matt. 19:26). 
Sometimes we ask the same question, Does it pay? 
It pays to serve Jesus, says one of our hymns. There 
are rich compensations for our losses. 


An African chief, who had sacrificed much said, 
“not a hundred-fold, but a thousand-fold.” ‘With 
persecutions’: let us never forget these; for these 
also bring rewards; “Blessed are they that are perse- 
cuted for righteousness sake.’ ‘‘Many that are first 
shall be last, and many that are last, first.” 


Ill. The End of the 
Jerusalem Road: 32-34 
Some modernists try to say that the cross was an 
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“after-thought,” or second best, a surprise for Christ. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth. He was 
constantly trying to teach His disciples that the 
cross was ahead; His death and resurrection. 


Here, again, as He approaches Jerusalem, He 
tells them that the road He is travelling leads to 
mockery, death, resurrection. They were amazed. 
The hardest thing for them to understand was this 
teaching about His approaching death. The import- 
ance of His passion, death, and resurrection cannot 
be overly stressed. Mark gives the rest of the Gospel 
to these facts. 


IV. Who Is The Greatest? 


35-45 


Over and over again this question seems to have 
been the topic of discussion among the disciples. We 
find this subject coming up in the most unexpected 
and unseemly places, even on the night of His be- 
trayal. Here, even as He was telling them about 
His approaching suffering, James and John (with 
their mother, as we see from Matt. 20:20, 21) came 
with their selfish request, grant that we may sit, one 
on thy right hand, and the other on thy left. 


In reply to this request Jesus asked them a search- 
ing question; “Can ye drink of the cup ... and be 
baptized with the baptism.” ‘They say, We can. 
Then He reveals to them that they will indeed 
drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism, 
but, as Dr. Erdman suggests, the places of power 
were not by appointment, but preparation. 


Then Jesus teaches the disciples who were much 
displeased with this ambitious attempt on the part 
of James and John, the lesson of true greatness. 
Greatness does not consist in sitting in places of 
authority and having men bow down to them, but 
in humble, self-sacrificing service. 


Do not imagine for a moment that this is not 
still a live question in the Church. When we see all 
the worldly pomp, and worship of men in high posi- 
tions in the Church, we realize that the world’s idea 
of greatness is still uppermost in the hearts of many 
so-called Christians. Let us look often at our Lord 
and realize that we must have His mind, as we see it 
here, and in Philippians, if we are to be great in 
His sight. 


V. Open Eyes: 46-52. 


The one miracle recorded by Mark on the Jeru- 
salem Road is very suggestive. | do not have space 
to go into this miracle of the restoring of sight to 
blind Bartimaeus, but I wish to point out a very 
practical lesson for us. Is there not need for the 
church and Christians, to have their eyes opened, 
even as the blind beggar beside the road? We are so 
blind to the spiritual teachings of our Lord. Just 
take the ones in our lesson today. 
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|. The great subject of the sacred- 
ness of marriage and the value of 
little children. Is there any greater 
problem than the home problem’ 
Are there not a great many blind 
leaders of the blind in this matter? 


2. Or the subject of wealth? 
Should we not see clearly on this, 
and not run off to extremes such as 
Communism ? 


3. Or the vital truth about His 
death and resurrection ? 


4. Or the subject of true great- 


ness? 


Lord, that our eyes may be opened 
before it is too late! 


The Community And Alcohol 


The Alaska Broadcasting Com- 
pany recently began to advertise 
hard liquor over seven stations in 
the largest communities of Alaska. 
The five - a- week, fifteen - minute 
sports program for twenty-six weeks 
was sold to the Schenley Liquor 
Corporation. A similar program was 
purchased by the same company on 
the Hawaiian network. This experi- 
ment will be repeated in the United 
States if this first step does not pro- 
duce a significant amount of adverse 
public opinion. 


Women of the Church who have 
the welfare and the concern of our 
own country might send letters of 
protest to William J. Wagner, gen- 
eral manager of the Alaska Broad- 
casting Company at 830 Securities 
Building, Seattle 1, Wash., and a 
word of appreciation to Frank Stan- 
ton, president of CBS, 485 Madison 
Avenue, New York 22, N. Y., and 
to William C. Ackerman, Director, 
CBS, who states: 


“We have never accepted the 
advertising of spirituous liquors 
on the Columbia network and 
we have no intention of chang- 
ing this policy ... The inde- 
pendent stations which are af- 
filiated with a network are of 


course free to determine their own local adver- 


” 


tising policies ... 


An aroused spirit in your community can help keep 
this type of advertising from the airways in the 
United States, including your local stations. 
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WHY HELP PAY FOR 
THE ACCIDENTS OF 
THOSE WHO DO? 

















In the congested high speed traffic of today the use of bev- 
erage alcohol is a known hazard. The National Safety Council 
says that one out of every four fatal traffic accidents involves 
liquor—that means 8,000 people killed last year—scores of 
thousands of others injured and millions lost in property dam- 
age. All this costs money—money that insurance companies have 
to pay out in claims—money that policyholders have to first pay 
in premiums. 


But here is good news for you: There is at last one insurance 
company in America that insures total abstainers only. And at 
last a preferred insurance rate is offered by it for non-drinking 
drivers. Thousands of policyholders now benefit by this depend- 
able protection in a regular legal reserve insurance company. 
Among them are prominent ministers, school teachers, lawyers, 
doctors, college professors, political leaders and business men. 


Are you a safe non-drinking driver? If so we want to extend 
to you an invitation to join with the thousands who now obtain 
their automobile protection from us. We want you to write us 
today for full details about insurance for your car. Full details 
will come by return mail and no salesman will call. Even if your 
present policy does not expire at this time write us today. Then 
you'll have the information when you want it. Mail the coupon 
now. There is no obligation. 


PREFERRED RISK 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY 


“America’s Only Total Abstainers Automobile Insurance Company” 


Sam Morris, President — 2506 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, lowa 


eo. 
—PPPPPPLPPPLOLOLLLOLOLL LES 


PREFERRED RISK MUT. INS. CO., 2506 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa: 


( ) Please send me complete information about your auto insurance for 
total abstainers. I understand there is no obligation and no salesman will 
call on me. 


Name.... 


Address............. 


Make of Car.. 
Body Type.......... 


Expiration date of present insurance . eased sinientian ea niiines danitaanaianaaiiialae 
Sou. Pres.—251 





+2220 





24.4.4... 


errr? 
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Read The Journal in '51 


EEEEEEE EEE EE EE EEE EEEEEEEEEE EEE EEEEEF 


11 











YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





VESPER TOPICS FOR MARCH 4 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





Whats The Difference ¢ 


Introduction 


Our colleges are filled with young men and women who are preparing themselves for the work in which 
they shall invest their lives, and when they graduate they shall go into their different fields of endeavor. 
Among these who are thus preparing to enter the work-a-day world are many who are sincere Christian young 


people, and there are many who are not. 


Many of those who are Christian young people 
will go into the same fields of work as those who 
are not Christians. What is the difference between 
them? 


The difference is simply this: The young person 
of the world may choose a career according to his 
desire, but the Christian young person realizes a 
divine vocation according to the will of God. Success 
in life does not depend on choosing a career and 
doing a good job, but it consists in finding the will 
of God and doing it. 


All of us as Christian young people are called to 
full-life service in our chosen field of work, and 
that call is no less for the mechanic than for the 
missionary, for the lawyer than for the preacher, for 
the school teacher than for the religious educator. 
Each of us must find the will of God for his life 
so that in whatever field of labor he may work, his 
life will manifest the difference between a selfish 
career and a divine vocation. 


Our program material this week is designed to 
show us the steps in finding the will of God for our 
life, and the following Scriptural trail indicates the 
guide-posts along the way. 


Scriptural Trail 


1. Command—J eremiah 45:5a 
Mark 8:34-36 
Matthew 6:31-33 


Before we can begin to find the will of God for 
our lives, we must hear the command of God. God 
commands us that we should not seek great things 
for ourselves, but that we should seek to place first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 


lf we place self first and become completely ab- 
sorbed in the quest for food, clothing, shelter, power, 
and prestige, we lose the very thing that we are 
seeking. But when we place God and His Kingdom 
first as our supreme desire, then all of these other 
things are added as we need them. Unless we really 
believe and obey this command of God we cannot 
ever know the guidance of God. 


2. Commitment—John 8:12 


Psalm 32:8-9 
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When we are ready to let God guide us, we must 
commit our ways unto the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
we turn our lives over to Him and set out to follow 
Him wherever He leads, we have the promise of 
God that He will instruct us, teach us, and guide 
us in the way that we should go. Until we are 
ready to let Christ take over the full direction of 
our lives, we cannot know the wisdom and guidance 


of God. 


3. Consideration—Psalm 119:105, 130 
Matthew 9:36-38 


When we are ready to receive that guidance from 
God, we must give careful consideration to two 
things. On the one hand, we must give careful 
consideration to the Word of God. For it is by the 
entrance of the Word of God into our minds and 
hearts that we have wisdom and light for our daily 
path. And second, we must consider the needs of the 
world about us. We need to do as Christ did—see 
the multitudes in their needs and to be moved with 
compassion concerning their needs. 


4. Consecration—Il Corinthians 5:14-15 
Romans 12:1-2 


lf we in the mind of Christ behold the world in 
its need and see the message of the Word of God 
for that need, we are conscious that the love of 
Christ is constraining us to do something to meet 
that need. We are not our own. We have been 
bought with a price because Christ died for us, but 
Christ also died for all those whom we behold 
throughout the world; therefore we who belong 
to Him must do something to make His love known. 
As we present our bodies to Him for consecrated 
service, His will for our lives begins to dawn on us. 


5. Conviction—I saiah 30:21 


If we have faithfully heard the command of 
Christ to put His Kingdom first, if we are really 
committed to Christ for guidance, if we faithfully 
consider the truth in the Word and the world in its 
need, and sincerely present ourselves for service, 
then by the Spirit of God there will be born a con- 
viction that those who have heard it would truly 
describe in the words of Isaiah as a word behind us 
saying, “This is the way, walk, ye, in it.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








de 


|O 


ich 


ing 


ust 
1en 
OW 

of 
ide 
are 

of 
nce 


om 
wo 
ful 
the 
ind 
ily 
the 
see 
ith 


in 
;od 

of 
eet 
en 
Dut 
old 
ng 
vn 


red 


ot 


lly 
lly 


ce, 
on- 
uly 

us 


AL 








6. Circumstances—Romans 1:13 
Acts 16:6-11 

Of course we are mortals whose minds often 
deceive us and whose emotions can very easily run 
away with us, therefore we must be very careful to 
check our conviction by examining the circumstances. 
We need to examine the circumstances under which 
God has led men down through all the years of 
church history. 

We need to remember how Paul had a conviction 
to go to Rome, and a conviction to go into north 
Galatia, but how the Spirit hindered Him until the 
time and the manner were ripe. Often we need to 
remember the experiences of Paul on the way to 
Rome. Often God opens and closes doors by means 
of circumstances. But we must be careful that we 
don’t mislead ourselves. 

7. Counsel—A cts 15-36 

Not only do we need to check our convictions by 
circumstances, but we need to seek the counsel of 
Christian leaders and friends. Often those older in 
the Lord know better the issues involved and can 
guide us. We need to seek the counsel of friends, 
but we must not let well-meaning friends keep us 
from doing the will of God, nor must we seek out 
only those friends who are going to tell us only what 
we want to hear. But conviction must be checked 
against circumstances and the counsel of leaders of 
the church and Christian friends. 

8. Continuance—Exodus 33:14 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 
Matthew 28:20 


God told Moses that if he obeyed, He would go 
with him. The preacher in Ecclesiastes advised that 
whatever we do, we should do with all of our 
energies. Our risen Lord promises us that when we 
obey, He will go with us. God leads us a step at a 
time. If we enthusiastically do the next step, then 
God will show us the following step. But He has 
only promised to show us one step at a time. 


We can’t see all of the steps from the beginning 
to the end and then decide to walk. We walk by 
faith and not by sight. If we sincerely take a wrong 
step, God will clearly show us and lead us back in 
the right way. A conviction ever checked by circum- 
stances and the counsel of Christian leaders and 
friends, and carried out in sincere obedience, will 
always prove itself to be the will of God for our 
life. 

SUGGESTIONS 


In this program the emphasis will be upon the 
experiences of those who have been led of God into 
business and professional life rather than into full- 
time service. But the steps by which God guides into 
a realization of the will of God are the same. Be 
sure to include an outline of these steps. 


You may study it when the Scriptural lesson is 
read, as indicated in the program outline in Presby- 
terian Youth, or maybe you will like it better right 
after the group discussion. But at any rate, be sure 
to clinch the truth of the lesson by outlining the 
steps in such a clear-cut way that your group can 
get its teeth in it. 











Low Cost 


Provided by a legal reserve nonassessable life insurance company. 


Up to $1000.00 for Accident 


Up to $150.00 for all other 
Iliness 


Write for Latest Details 


BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 








BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 
By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 








FEBRUARY 21, 1951 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





RELIGION’S PLACE IN GENERAL EDU- 
CATION, by Nevin C. Harner. John Knox Press. 
$2.50. This book is a provocative discussion of re- 
ligion and education. Dr. Harner draws out the 
essential factors and truth about religion’s place in 
public education, reviews past procedures to make 
clearer the present trends, evaluates those trends, 
and urges constructive planning for the future. The 
author provides much food for thought to educators 
in church and state alike as they seek to develop 
citizens for our day. 





OF ANOTHER WORLD, by Harold Betroelje. 
Baker Book House. $2.50. The theme of this book 
is that the church is in the world but not of the 
world. The church is Christ’s church. This church 
must remain Christ’s church. This church must 
preserve her distinctive identity, and maintain the 
purpose for which God called her into existence. 
The church must not dissipate her strength in all 
sorts of extraneous subjects and causes. The church’s 
business is to bring God to men’s hearts by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit and His Word. The 
church’s mission comprehends both time and eternity. 


This book is written in a beautiful style. The 
phrases are striking, and the sentences are pithy. 
It should prove to be a spiritual tonic to young and 


old. 


THE STREET SINGER, by Sallie Lee Bell. 
Zondervan Publishing House. $2.50. A novel of old 
New Orleans. It gives a strong Christian testimony. 


TALKS WITH GABRIEL, by Arjen Meidema. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing House. $3. A fasci- 
nating book on Christian realism in fiction. It is an 
account of the struggles of a blundering but all-too- 
human Christian. It is tremendously moving from 
beginning to end in portraying man’s longing for 
the New Earth in which righteousness and love 


shall dwell. 


ST. PAUL SHOWS US HOW, by O. H. 
Schmidt. Concordia Publishing House. $1.50. The 
executive secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Lutheran Church draws from the Epistle to 
the Colossians the methods and techniques used by 
St. Paul and applies them to the presentation of the 
gospel in our own day. 


Throughout the book the author emphasizes the 
fact that Christians must labor for the Lord and 
leave to God to give the increase. This is indeed a 
-hallengi o | ] _—- , 1t <b ] orve ¢ 
challenging book on missions, and it should serve as 


an encouragement to all who are taking seriously 
our Lord’s command, “Go ve into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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THE MUSIC MAKER, by Harry Albus. Wm 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. $1. The intimate 
biography of Johann Sebastian Bach. It tells us not 
only of the great composer’s wonderful achieve 
ments, but also and more engrossingly the human 
side to this giant of music. The story depicts how 
Bach throughout his life devoted his talents to music 
and his God. 


CHURCH SCHOOL CHATS FOR PRIMARY 
TEACHING, by Flora E. Breck. W. A. Wild 
Company $1.50. Some of the perplexing problems 
confronting church school teachers are here discuss 
ed. For instance, how to tell children about death- 
a little child asks—and expects a true answer. 
Prayer, Bible study, and lesson preparation are 
discussed in a conversational way in this book, and 
of course the importance of children while still young 
accepting the Saviour. Helping them feel God's 
nearness and guidance is also stressed. 





SATISFACTION FROM THE SCRIP- 
TURES, by Charles G. E. Chilton. W. A. Wilde 
Company. $2. The studies in this book cover the 
Gospel of John and the Acts of the Apostles. They 
come as fresh water from old wells. The author 
shows that the object of Bible study is not alone the 
stimulation of the intellect but also the satisfaction 
of the heart. All the way through, the main aim has 
been to place in the hands of the Christian worker a 
development that cannot fail to be a rich source 
from which he may draw things both new and old 


Old Books Wanted 


The undersigned desires to purchase the follow 
ing books now out of print: 


“Christ In The Old Testament,” by Edward Mack 

“Commentary On The Psalms,” by Perowne. 

“Jeremiah,” by Campbell Morgan. 

“Twelve Minor Prophets,” by George L. Robinson 

“Through The Eternal Spirit,” by Cumming. 

“Scripture Testimony To The Holy Spirit,” by 
James Morgan. 

“Christian Doctrine And Experience,’ by R. A 
Webb. 

“Epochs In The Life Of John,” by A. T. Robert 
son. 

“Why I Believe The Bible,” by David James Bur 
rell. 

“A Summary Of Christian Doctrine,” by Francis 
LL. Patton. 


ADDRESS 


_. Missionary To Korea 
NORTH CAROLINA 


JosepH Hopper . 
MONTREAT 
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CHURCH NEWS 





China Missionaries 
Return To States 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—The following telegram 
has just been received from the Board of World 
Missions, Nashville, Tenn.: 


Dr. Henry Nelson flying from Hong Kong Jan. 
31 arriving San Francisco February 2. Dr. and 
Mrs. R. P. Richardson, Mrs. O. V. Armstrong sail- 
ing from Hong Kong February 5 arriving San 
Francisco February 23. Miss Ruth Farrior leaving 
Hong Kong around February 1. All China mission 
aries have now applied for exit permits. 


$350,000 Have Been Given By 
Ovens To Church Colleges 


Decatur, Ga., (PN)—According to a report 
received here from a church official Mr. David 
Ovens, vice-president of J. B. Ivey Co., Charlotte, 
N. C. has recently given $100,000 to Davidson 
College. Mr. Ovens is a member of Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte and some time ago 
gave $250,000 to Queens College. 





Tuscaloosa Presbytery 
Hears Johnson. Memorial 


Synod Action Postponed 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery heard Mr. C. S. Johnson, 
director of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, at 
its stated winter meeting in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Two candidates were received by presbytery. 
Center Ridge Presbyterian Church was dissolved. 

Action on the matter of Snedecor Memorial Synod 
was referred to the sessions of the churches in the 


presbytery for a report in April. 


Vorfolk Presbytery 
Hears Hobson On 
Work In Africa 
Norfolk Presbytery, meeting in the East Ocean 
View Presbyterian Church in Norfolk, Va., recently, 


heard the Rev. J. Kemp Hobson, missionary to 
Luluabourg, Africa. 





Mr. Hobson spoke of the many difficulties en- 
countered in the work. Principally he said, the 
missionary faces the task of winning the native 
iway from generations of superstition and igorance. 

Thirty-seven ministers and 39 elders attended. 
The Rev. Leland N. Edmunds, Th. M., was elected 
moderator of the presbytery succeeding the Rev. 


Robert P. Davis, Th. M. 
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Blenheim Presbyterian Church 
Honors Former Pastor 


The Columbia Seminary Library Campaign Com- 
mittee for the Synod of South Carolina met in 
Columbia, S. C., recently and agreed to set as its 
quota the raising of an average of $1.50 per member 
of the Presbyterian Church in that state. 


Following the meeting the Rev. J. McDowell 
Richards, president of the seminary, spoke in the 
Presbyterian Church of Blenheim, S. C., of which 
his grandfather, the late Rev. John G. Richards, 
was formerly pastor, and in presenting the appeal of 
the seminary mentioned the goal which has been set. 


The congregation of the Blenheim Church re- 
sponded to this appeal and immediately raised its 
quota of $75.00, representing an average gift of 
$1.50 per member for its membership of fifty. 


It seems particularly appropriate that the Blen- 
heim Presbyterian congregation should thus be the 
first group in the state to go over the top in the 
campaign. Rev. John G. Richards was himself a 
graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in the 
Class of 1853, and was later for approximately 
twenty years a member of its Board of Directors. 


One of his sons, Dr. C. M. Richards, of David- 
son, N. C., was a graduate of Columbia Theological 
Seminary, and five of his grandsons have since 
graduated from this institution, these being Dr. S. 
H. Hay of Morristown, Tenn., Dr. J. R. Hay of 
Hickory, N. C., Dr. F. J. Hay of Dillon, S. C., Dr. 
John E. Richards of Columbus, Ga., and Dr. J. 
McDowell Richards of Decatur, Ga. 


One of Mr. Richards’ daughters, Mrs. Jennie R. 
Hunter, is now a member of the Presbyterian 
Church at Blenheim, as is her son, Mr. Charles R. 
Hunter, and his family. Mr. Hunter is a ruling 
elder of the Blenheim Church and was recently 
moderator of Pee Dee Presbytery. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN Hour 
“The Call Of Christ And His Church” 


Sunday, Feb. 25 
Topic: 
“IS CHRIST AN 


ADVANTAGE OR 
A NECESSITY?” 


Dr. W. T. THuompson 


Speaker During 
February 


Consult Station 
For Time 
Write For Copies 
Of Messages 











PREP LPPP LOPLI LEG L POLI P PLO LID PLE L PL LI LOLOL LLL LOLOL E 


15 











WOMEN’S WORK 





Spiritual Enrichment W eek 
March 18-25, 1951 


March 18-25, the week prior to Easter, is desig- 
nated for the Women of the Church as a special 
Week for Spiritual Enrichment. Every woman is 
urged to plan now to make the pre-Easter week 
different—a time when she will let nothing interfere 
with her taking part in those things that will make 
for personal life enrichment. 


Ours is a busy life, and there is need now more 
than ever, in this time of world crisis, uncertainty, 
and deep concern for us to seek to increase our inner 
resources. Jesus lived a busy life in a dangerous day. 
He not only tells us what to do to be ready for 
whatever might come, but He shows us. The record 
reveals that frequently He withdrew to spend time 
quietly with the Father. The plan of the Week of 
Spiritual Enrichment in a kind of “withdrawal” 
from the things of the world and unto the Person 
who has Power for our lives, even Christ. 


The chairman of Spiritual Growth and the presi- 
dent with the executive board of the current year 
are responsible for the promotion of this week. 


1. Daily personal Bible reading, meditation and 
prayer by every women in her home. The leaflet 
For Personal Use, in this week, price 1 cent, which 
presents the experience of Christ in Passion Week, 
is available to direct in this. It lists the passage for 
reading on each day which tells of Jesus’ experience 
on that day in that first Passion Week; it lists some 
heart-searching questions in view of what Christ has 
done for us and suggests a prayer topic for the day. 


It is hoped that this leaflet For Personal Use 
may be in the hands of every woman of the Church, 
including the business women and the shut-ins, 
prior to March 18. Order from Board of Women’s 
Work. 


2. Attendance and whole-hearted participation in 
all of the services in the local church or community 
during this week — the regular Sunday School, 
Church and Women of the Church services or any 
special services which may be planned. All will be 
enriching to those who share in them gladly and 
wholeheartedly. 


3. A day apart for the new officers, if there has 
not been an Officers Training Class. The leaflet 
The Day Apart will help direct in this. 


4. If there are no special meetings in the church 
in this pre-Easter week, special Bible study and 
prayer services might be planned for the women. 
Women today are eager to study the Word and to 
pray with other women of like concern. Hebrews 
should be used for study unless the women have had 
this study this year, 
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Available APRIL Ist! 
for EFFECTIVE IDEAS 
WORKABLE PLANS 
INFORMATIVE NEWS 
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HOW TO DO IT ARTICLES 
INSPIRATIONAL GUIDANCE 


SUBSCRIBE NOW to this new 


monthly magazine published by the 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BOX 1176 
RICHMOND 9, VA. 


$2.50 SINGLE YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION 
$2.00 IN GROUPS OF FIVE OR MORE 








ee A 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Kw Embroideries - Vestments 
——, 
22 Hongings - Communion 
Sets . Alter Brass Goods 





CATALO 


“ational ss: 


) ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA 7. ® 











Faith 


When we see not through fog and night, 
Yet never doubt that, pressing on, 

We shall tomorrow reach a guiding light— 
That is the gift of God. 


Dark though the storm and deep the wave, 
Perilous the sail and treacherous wind, 
Yet, trust that there is One to save— 
This is the gift of God. 


Thus, should the end unseen afright, 
E’en still and calm our Master speaks 
And guides through life, a Light, 
Our faith, the gift of God. 
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